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Boole I. ced upon plates of glass or similar bodies piled upon
each other. Therefore if a stratum of air be electrified
positively, the stratum immediately above it will be
negative, the stratum above that positive, and so on.
Suppose now that an imperfect conductor were to come
into contact with each of these strata, we know, from the
principles of electricity, that the equilibrium would be
restored, and that this would be attended with a loud
noise, and with a flash of light. Clouds which consist
of vesicular vapours mixed with particles of air arc
imperfect conductors j if a cloud therefore come into
contact with two such strata, a .thunder-clap would
follow. If a positive stratum be situated near the
earth, the intervention of a cloud will, by serving as a
stepping stone, bring the stratum withiii the 'striking
distance, and a thunder-clap will be heard while* the
electrical fluid is discharging itself into the: earth*. If.
the stratum be negative, the contrary effects will-take
place. It does not appear, however, that thunder is,
often occasioned by a discharge of electric matter from
the earth into the atmosphere. The accidents, most of
them at least, which were formerly ascribed to this
cause, are now much more satisfactorily accounted for
by Lord Stanhope's Theory of the Returning Stroke.
Neither does it appear- that; electricity is often dischar^
ged into the earth, as the effects of few thunder-storms
are visible upon the earth; that it is so sometimes,
however, is certain.                   '
Occasions a       But it is not the province of chemistry to examine in
combustion   detail the phenomena of thunder ; that task must be re-
in air.      ;   signed to the electrical philosopher.    There is one re-
mark, however, which  cannot be omitted ; it is this,
thatyduring every discharge of electricity, whether na-